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Native Biodiversity 
• >100 fish, 10 mussels, 12 crayfish 

species 

• 32 fish, mussel, and crayfish rare or 

listed 

• Little Tennessee basin endemics: 

Citico Darter, Smoky Madtom, Little 

Tennessee River Crayfish, 

Tuckasegee Crayfish 
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Diverse Aquatic Habitats 



                  Impacts 
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Native Fish Conservation 

Partnership 

 

 

• >20 organizations – 

federal agencies, 

NC/TN/GA agencies, 

conservation 

organizations, EBCI, 

hydropower industry 

• Steering committee, 

conservation teams 

• Mission, goals & 

objectives, meetings 

 



Native Fish Conservation Area: Four Critical 

Elements 

 

(1) maintain processes that create habitat complexity, 

diversity, and connectivity 

(2) nurture all of the life history stages of the fishes being 

protected 

(3) include a large enough watershed to provide long-

term persistence of native fish populations 

(4) provide management that is sustainable over time 
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Partners in Action 
• Habitat restoration 

• Land protection 

• Outreach and education 

• Biological community restoration 
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Value Added? 

 Providing Focus to Partners 

 Collaborating on Priorities 

 Pooling Resources 



 

American Rivers 

Citico Creek Dam Removal Tuckaseigee Blue Trail 



 

 
Mainspring Conservation 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Little Tennessee River Oconaluftee River 



  

 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

Photo:  Mainspring 

Photo:  Mainspring 



Bringing in the Money 

 
• Duke Water Resources—video project and web 

mapper 

• Tennessee Valley Authority—riparian restoration 

• Fisheries Conservation Foundation—basic support 

• NC American Fisheries Society—snorkeling equipment 

• NC Wildlife Federation—snorkeling equipment 

 



Partner Work 

• Conservation Fisheries Inc: 

monitoring of the fab four in 

Citico Cr and Tellico R  

• Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park: Blotchside Logperch 

reintroduction into Abrams Creek 

• Mainspring Conservation Trust: 

barrier removal on Brook Trout 

stream 

• EBCI:  mussel reintroduction 

feasibility study in the 

Oconaluftee River 
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Educational Videos 



Scale:   

Little Tennessee Web Mapper 

 

• House & display data 

• Identify data gaps 

• Visualize threats 

• Determine focal areas 

for management actions 
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